POETRY AND SCIENCE

Course Description

Both poetry and science are products of human wit. Both hist@ies which, if separable from
each other, are at least sometimes intermingled and tyutoguential. Both are attempts to
express in appropriate symbols-to render amenable to contemplasi much as possible of the
rich panorama of amalgamated human experience and exis¢snce. Their affinity, however,
does not seem altogether confined to these generalitieshandd in some respects appear as
deeply similar instruments in the endeavor to symbolize aamdmunicate with reference to

experience and existence.

Course Objectives

Both art and science allow us to confront or grasp realitd it is enlightening to compare the
ways in which they make it possible. Whether the end resaltverk of art or science, the act of
creating has many similarities. At the same time, tHerdnces between the two disciplines can

reveal much about the nature of both.

Scientific concepts themselves can also be used to lblesond aid the understanding of some
aspect of art. These concepts can also influence pirenartists who use science as the subject

matter or basis of their work.

A main objective of this class is to familiarize stutdewith ideas, concepts, and relations of
poetry and science. The seminar is designed to give studgmtsuee to interdisciplinary
research and to show them how approaches to the same topiddiffveen disciplines. Another
goal of the class is to teach students to analyze tsiepapers critically. Active class
participation is essential to the success of the semiramd@hbe encouraged by contrasting

findings from scientific research with the students’ ownitran.

Cour se Requirements

This seminar is a two-unit class that meets onceekvi@ two hours at a time. The seminar is
going to be graded onigredit or No Credit. Two-unit classes require less work than four-unit
classes, so you can sign up, earn a couple of extra urdtdeamm about something completely

different from your major or minoiThe class is open to all students from any major. Stadent



economics, history, sociology, philosophy, communication anuinglism, and international

relations are especially welcomed. There is NO praséq for the class.

Participation

The Class will mee hours each week in a seminar format. Active, effective contribution to
seminar discussion is the most importexpectation of participation in the course. Each session
will cover one theme as per the syllabus of the course. i@8uddl be encouraged to participate
actively in the discussion. Students are expected to readdtieeias. There will be no control of
the readings, but it is assumed that the readings includkd syllabus will help considerably the
understanding of the subject, thus the elaboration of the papertharmarticipation in the

discussion in class.

In this class, we will use Mary Midgleyirgecent boolScience and Poetry to look at findings from
economics, history, psychology and sociology about the role efléatual life in the 2%
century. In addition, students are expected to read papersate going to be posted on the

seminar website and will complement the readings in thk.boo

Grading
There are two requirements to pass this clRsading andTalking. Each student will prepare two
presentations. Students are completely free to organiretdhliefrom different perspectives to

help them improve their creative and original thinking.

% 1% Presentationt5-minute Talk
Each student will do a small scale presentation, whicinaaexceed 15 minutes. This

presentation will include the analysis of a scienp@per critically.

<% 2" Presentatior80--minute Talk

Each student will do a large- scale presentation, whidhber around 30-45 minutes. This
presentation will include the overall views of the studeearding interactions of the

science poetry in the new century.

The students may also be inspired by any sentence @rapheappears in the books, press, etc.

Students, in this case, present their ideas based orgtireents that they are interested in.
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The Poetry-Science Connection
http://www.garfield.library.upenn.edu/essays/v6p223y1983. pdf
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