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A Look into Ms. G’s Classroom
Every single teacher in the world makes a difference someway or another, whether everyone may agree or not. Every teacher is unique in their own way when comprising lesson plans, teaching methods, classroom management and other necessary strategies. As observers looking into the classroom, analyzing how teachers are teaching and managing their classroom environment, we come upon many positive and negative aspects of that specific teaching style. Nonetheless, we may never truly be able to define what the “wrong” or “right” way or the most effective method is with every individual student, but we can definitely get a good idea. Anita Woolfolk’s, Educational Psychology, goes into great depth about the diverse methods of teaching in relation to learning and teaching concepts and strategies, social theories, motivation techniques and teacher expectations. The specific frameworks presented in Educational Psychology, allow student observers like myself to closely analyze the quality of instruction during Ms. G’s Senior Ethnic Literature class at Beverly Hills High School.

During Ms. G’s Ethnic Literature class, I observed quite a few different concepts being utilized in order to teach and transfer knowledge. A specific example of this, which Ms. G uses is inductive reasoning. According to Woolfolk, inductive reasoning is formulating and using general principles based on knowledge or examples and details. Furthermore, Jerome Bruner who has done research on thinking and the development of thinking strongly believes that classroom learning should take place through inductive reasoning (Woolfolf, 281). This method seemed to be quite prevalent in Ms. G’s teaching strategies, specifically during the lesson on the novel they were reading, My Name is Asher Lev. Due to the fact that the novel is written about Judaism and goes into great depth about its many customs and traditions, about half of the students did not understand what was being read. Therefore, Ms. G had to teach and formulate the main principles based on a different number of examples and details which she and other students were previously aware of. In other words, she specifically went into detail, describing and explaining the concepts of Judaism and what they read about in the novel so far. Additionally, Ms. G along with one of her male, religious students brought in tangible examples of what different items having to do with Judaism look like and how they are used. At that point, each student was fully grasping the idea and principles behind the novel and Judaism itself. Every student got their questions answered, and verbally stated that they understood and realize now what the book was talking about. They each expressed their happiness towards having these examples and detailed information available to them, or else they would be seriously confused and lost. One can certainly say inductive reasoning had a positive effect on the students. 
Fortunately, teaching a class such as Ethnic Literature allows for great, creative learning and discussions among the classmates and teacher. Knowledge and information can be shared easily when different students are aware of various ethnic backgrounds. Within Ms. G’s class, instructional conversation is a key aspect of the learning and classroom environment. Because the class is based on discussing and analyzing ethnic novels, group conversations are crucial during the learning process. The students are very often put into situations where they are able to learn through solely interacting and their classmates and the teacher as well (Woolfolk, 333). Ms. G allows for that on a daily basis, because she feels that is an important factor for effective learning; not only teacher directed but group directed as well. Specifically, with My Name is Asher Lev, whole group discussions, as well as sub-group discussions arise and students talk about the book and learn from one another. The sole part of interacting allows them to take in information in a different way, and the students reacted very positively towards it. It seemed to be an effective and beneficial method; I closely observed the discussion/interaction and each student was participating, asking questions and answering questions. I had never seen a class where every single student was excited and motivated to be a part of a discussion. There was a definite effect on their desire to learn and understand the story, as people shared their own stories and offered their input. While Ms. G uses inductive reasoning to bring in examples and details of My Name is Asher Lev, she also ties in the group interaction and discussions so that everyone has a chance to talk about what they have just seen or read the night before. 
Not only does Ms. G encompass different, effective approaches to teaching and learning, she utilizes powerful motivation strategies as well. 
