Lesson plan for 511

October 4, 2005

Siri Fiske, Rachel Mizrahi, 
Megan Quinn and Carol Sun

Unit Theme:
Judy Blume books with an emphasis on stereotypes and emerging adolescence for grade 6.
Prior knowledge and lessons:
The students will have all read individually the three Judy Blume books Just as Long as We’re Together, Here’s to You Rachel Robinson and Iggie’s House.  There will have been book talks about each of the books and the students will have interacted in literature circles (with changing membership each time) to discuss the books.  Within the literature circles the students will have been guided by two overarching questions (each time they met with a literature circle).  They will have talked about how the books are similar or different from each other (text to text) and they will also have been asked to discuss what the author is saying about people, what stereotypes does the author depict (text to society).  The students will also have written multiple short journal entries identifying with characters in the books (text to self).  There have been discussions specifically about stereotypes and bias when the students read Iggie’s House.
The day before our lesson the students will have had a direct instruction lesson on sequels, chronicles and series.  The lesson will have focused on the multiple ways an author can continue a story (by theme, by character, by setting).  The students will talk about books they know (not Judy Blume’s) that fall into this category and how the books are linked together (i.e. Harry Potter by multiple characters in time sequentially in time-each book is the next year of schooling, or Series of Unfortunate Events by the same three children and the theme/idea of misfortunes).  
Lesson Plan
Objective: To work in small groups to create a story idea for a written sequel to either Here’s to You Rachel Robinson or Iggie’s House..
When students arrive in class they will be told that today they are going to create, in small groups, a sequel to either Here’s to You Rachel Robinson or Iggie’s House.  They will be asked for a show of hands on who would like to work on which book and the teacher will group the class into groups of 4 (or 5) students.  After the students are in their groups the teacher will review for a moment the previous day’s lesson about the different books the students have read that are sequels and how the themes or ideas that connect the books are varied.  The teacher will ask the students how Just as Long as We’re Together, and Here’s to You Rachel Robinson are connected (the teacher will scaffold the questioning to make sure they answer that the 2nd book is the story of one of the characters from the first book).

The teacher will tell the students that in their groups they must fill in a prewriting chart to help them create the story line for their sequel.  On the board will be drawn four columns with the following headings: Character(s), Theme, Conflict, and Solution.  The students will choose one member to take notes.
The teacher will explain to the students that the stories they come up with can be about anything they want except that under the conflict column there needs to be something related to stereo types.  An example will be given of how they might make a sequel to Iggie’s House focusing on what it might be like for the African American children to start school in this all white community.
By the end of the class period the students will hand in their charts and a one paragraph summary of the story they have created.
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