Cabinet Meeting

2/6/08

NEXT GENERAL MEETING: Wednesday, February 13, 1:30-2 pm
-GSA

-Adria reported on the upcoming GSA conference, being held November 21-25 in National Harbor, Maryland.  The theme is “Resilience in an aging society: Risks and opportunities.”  Conference hotel rates are being planned at the Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center.  These special rates will be available starting 3/17 until 10/18.  An Andrus review of submissions will be held on 3/7, and abstracts will be due by 3/14, 9 pm.  
-Newsletter

-Some volunteers have come forward to write articles for the newsletter.  In addition to those, Bernard would like to have additional articles touching upon more local topics. The current plan is to have a newsletter out by about mid-March.  If you would like to write an article or know of someone who would, please contact Bernard. 
-SGA Collaboration for Project Black Canvas

-Lisa reported on Project Black Canvas, which was put on by the RAs at Parkside Apartments.  Artwork is available from the event, and Lisa is thinking about collaborating with some nursing homes.  It was suggested that she talk to St. Barnabus and Kingsley Manor.  In addition, it was also suggested that she talk to Erin Westphal at the AAA for ideas and/or suggestions. 

-School of Social Work – class in China

-Julia discussed a program in Beijing through the School of Social Work.  This 4 unit course will be a 2 week 599 course in China, focused on health and wellness of seniors.  Essentially, students visit senior centers in China and look at how they take care of their seniors.  The trip is approximately $2,000, excluding tuition, and includes 2 weeks in China and 1 week of preparation in LA.  The 1 week training in LA starts the week after Spring finals, so the program would be in May or June. Discussion is taking place to determine if the school would allow this course to count as an elective towards the gero degree.  Julia will bring more information to the general meeting. 
-Kingsley Manor

-An email was sent out to all students regarding this opportunity.  Essentially, in exchange for several hours of work per week, you have the opportunity to live at Kingsley Manor, free of rent and meals.  Contact Shaun Rushforth for more information. 

-Alumni Dinner

-Meg and Gina have been working very hard on the alumni dinner and a number of items were discussed.  


-event date and time:

-Traditionally, the Alumni Dinner is held in the Spring semester, around April.  However, because there are several other major events during that time, scheduling has often posed a problem.  If we were to continue the tradition and hold the event in the Spring, Town & Gown, as well as the Davidson Conference Center would be available April 12th.  However, because there are many conflicts, our chairs suggested that it may make more sense to hold the event in the Fall.  This would provide greater time to advertise and fundraise for the event.  After discussion, it was decided to try to reserve the Davidson Conference Center on April 12th.  The event will be held from 6-9 pm. 

-activities



-Several suggestions were put forth.  

-Meg proposed a “Monte Carlo” theme, and has been in contact with a company that provides several casino games.  This would provide an opportunity to mingle beyond what has been done in the past. 
-Another suggestion is to have a jazz group or the university swing group to provide some entertainment.  Perhaps there is a 65+ group that does this?  If we are interested in having jazz entertainment, we may want to get in contact with Hoover Jazz Group.  

-Another suggestion is to have a more casual picnic/BBQ type event.

-We will discuss this further and get everyone’s input at the next meeting. 


-invitations:

-Invitations are ready to go, and only need the date/venue/time.  Julia will work on the graphics for the invitation and will have them done by next week. 
-Last year, approximately 1100 individuals – alumni – were invited to attend.  This year, we may want to tap into the Roy Ball Institute list to approach a good proportion of the aging network, not just alumni.  

-In previous years, faculty attendance was a big draw for alumni.  It was suggested that as soon as the venue is secured for the event, we reach out to faculty to find out who is able to make it. 


-ticket pricing:

-The current suggestion is $50/ticket for alumni/general admission, and $40/ticket for students.  


-funding:

-Meg and Gina are looking into funding from several sources: AARP, GPSS, and potentially the school. 


-catering

-If the event is held at the Davidson Conference Center, catering will be provided by the school.  The plan is to have a buffet type dinner.


-alumni award


-Potential alumni were suggested for the annual alumni of the year award. 


-silent auction



-A few items have been donated for the silent auction. 


-committee group formation



-We will form committee groups at the next meeting. 

