Minutes for the 1st general meeting

9/5/07
SGA Website: http://www-scf.usc.edu/~sga/

I. Introductions

II. Student information sheets


Information sheets were circulated for individuals to complete.   
III. Sigma Phi Omega honor society

USC is the AA chapter of Sigma Phi Omega, the national gerontology honor society.  To qualify, you must be at least 1 semester into the program and have at least a 3.5 GPA (graduate students), or a 3.3 GPA (undergraduate students).   Dues are $30 for new members and $20 for renewing members.  Application sheets were passed out for qualifying members to fill out.  
IV. Calendar of Events

The calendar of events is posted on the website and includes information on SGA and LDS events.  
V. Announcements


1. Autumn, Social Chair



i. Alzheimer Memory Walk – November 4
USC gero plans to form a team for this event.  For details, please see announcement 6 below.  



ii. Elder Abuse Fair – October 2

The Elder Abuse Fair will be held at Eagle Rock for about half a day. There will be a variety of booths with information on elder abuse.  The event is free and lunch is provided.  Please contact Autumn if interested.  


iii. AFA “Quilt to Remember” – September 15-16

Alzheimer’s Foundation of American would like volunteers to help with the viewing of the “Quilt to Remember.”  It will be displayed in Hancock Park at the La Brea Tar Pits.  Volunteers are needed to help lay, pack, and staff the quilt during viewing hours on the 15th and 16th.  If interested, please contact Autumn at autumnal@usc.edu.   


2. Kelly, Secretary



Information sheets were passed out for all to fill out. 


3. Isaac, Treasurer



i. Dues: $10




Please pay your dues to Isaac as soon as possible.  


ii. Fundraising opportunity: do members want to order and sell license plates?

We are thinking of ordering gerontology license plate frames.  They will be around $35.  Julia will send out an email and get a head count of people interested in purchasing one.  If you have any other ideas (e.g. T-shirts), please let Isaac know.  


4. Adria, GSA

As our GSA representative, Adria wishes to hear your input and keep you posted on things of interest.  This year, GSA will be held from 11/16 – 11/20.  We’re fortunate that it will be held in San Francisco this year.  The theme this year is “The Era of Global Aging.”  There will be several representatives from the LDS presenting so it will be a good opportunity to show support and to network with experts in their fields.  Membership is $65 for students.  If there is interest, we can coordinate a group trip.  However, if you know you would like to go, we suggest you book early.  All interested individuals can email Adria at emberson@usc.edu and visit http://www.agingconference.com/theme.cfm. 

5. Alumni Chair nomination

Julia Kwei made a motion to nominate Meg Zepfel to be the Alumni Chair.  This was seconded by Adria and followed by a group vote.  Theo has also volunteered to help out.  It would be great to start thinking of things we can put in our silent auction baskets at the Alumni dinner.  Also, if you know of any alumni, please let them know about the Alumni dinner – and encourage their participation.  This is a great way to get involved and network with others in the field of gerontology.  

6. Michael Adkins, Alzheimer’s Memory Walk Info Session

We were fortunate to have Michael join us and give a presentation on the Alzheimer’s Memory Walk.  The theme this year is: “We’re on the Move.”  The Memory Walk will be held on Sunday, November 4th at The Watercourt at California Plaza (downtown LA).  It is “the nation’s largest event to raise awareness and funds for Alzheimer care, support and research.”  It supports the Alzheimer’s Association’s mission to “eliminate Alzheimer’s disease through the advancement of research; to provide and enhance care and support for all affected; and to reduce the risk of dementia through the promotion of brain health.”  For more information, please visit www.alzla.org/mw. Our team page is http://2007memorywalkla.kintera.org/uscmac.  It was also noted that the event is another great place to network with others in the field.  

7. Bernard – Website update

The goal for the website is to make it more useful and resourceful.  The webpage has been revamped in the past few weeks and now includes a page devoted to events.  If you know of any events, please email Bernard (bsteinma@usc.edu) and he will post it online.  In addition, the membership page will be modified.  Currently, the membership page consists of the following: name, type of program and email address.  The plan is to enhance the page by inserting a photo of each member, a description of research interests and goals.

8. “Open World Program” - League of Women Voters of Los Angeles – September 8 - 16
League of Women Voters will be holding their “Open World Program” on Health and Social Services in Los Angeles.  Email Julia for the agenda, or visit www.openworld.gov for more information.

VI. Next Meeting: Wednesday, October 3, Noon

This meeting date is subject to change.  Traditionally, SGA meetings have been held on Wednesdays, but there are many who wish to come but cannot because of conflicts.  The meeting date may change to Tuesday of Thursday.  We will keep you posted.  

VII. Lunch


After closing, we had lunch with the Andrus Volunteers in the conference room.
