SGA Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, August 31, 2005

I. Theresa Schindler – President

· Today we had a wonderful and successful SGA meeting. For those who missed the meeting, these minutes let you know what happened during the meeting.
· First, Theresa was so excited to welcome all people to come to our first SGA meeting. It’s great that we got lots of people involved today.
· Theresa hand out September calendar and Agenda (we still have extra copies in the student lounge). Then, Theresa introduced the new SGA officers to everyone.
· And, we got a guest speaker, Janette Brown, who is a new executive director of Emeriti Center. The center is located in Gero building and it provides service and learning opportunities for students who want to work with retired staff and faculty. Having 10-years of work experience in student affairs makes Janette an experienced mentor. If you are interested in working with retirees, Janette would like to talk to you about their program. They can provide internship opportunities---working on publishing, working with administrators, and etc. She can connect you with many retired professors and deans. Please feel free to contact her and her email is jcbrown@usc.edu. Her business card is also available in the student lounge.
II. Swamini Wakkar -- VP Graduate
 

· Research 101 will be right after this meeting from 1:00-1:30 pm in the computer lab. Highly recommend everyone to go! You will get to know how to find books, journals, and other useful resources in our library system. Stella Fu is a very helpful librarian.

· Merchandise: Tote bag $15. Gerontology T-shirt $15. License plate $30. Mug $5. Bumper sticker $2.

· Student membership: it’s $5 per person.

· If you’re interested in buying any merchandise or becoming a member of SGA, you can always contact Swamini at wakkar@usc.edu. Or, you can go to Room 343 to visit Swamini directly in the Gero building from Mon. to Thurs. 9:00am to 2:00pm.

III. Amber Watts-Hall -- VP PhD

· Amber’s job is trying to connect PhD students with SGA.

· We have colloquiums with very diverse topics and research. They are usually held on Thursday. There is one coming up tomorrow (Sep. 1) in Room 224 at noon. We welcome anyone to come.

· Nov. 4, 2005 is GSA (the Gerontological Society of America) meeting. Everyone is welcome to go to the meeting. You will get to know what professional conference looks like.

IV. Julie Thomas -- VP Undergraduate

· I am trying to reach undergraduate students to involve in gerontology and SGA.

· In Oct. we’re planning to work on the year book; maybe work with Andrus Gerontology Volunteers again.

V. Julia Godley -- Alumni Chair

· Last year, we had Luau kind of Alumni Dinner. We will probably do similar thing but maybe more fantastic. Please email Julia your idea about Alumni Dinner. Julia’s email is godley@usc.edu.
VI. Enna Lee -- Alumni Relations

· This position is newly created position. It was created pretty much because of the Alumni dinner. Alumni dinner is like the event of the year. We are looking for networking and also volunteers to help with mailing. We are also trying to find more networking.
VII. Liza Cherney -- Social Chair

· Liza will helps with Memory Walk 2006 --- Oct. 22. Theresa also says that the Memory Walk will be in Hollywood Park this year. You can start fundraising or telling your friends and family members about this activity. They don’t ask for registration fee this year. They also sell purple bracelets as a fundraiser. By the next meeting, we will get ready for the Memory Walk.

· Liza is also thinking and trying to create some activities to bring us all together, like coffee time or parties.

· More, she is going to create a photo album of this year. It’s like a visual record of all the events. It will show people what we have done during this future one year.

VIII. Wan Chian Tsai "Victoria" – Secretary

· Please fill out the SGA Student Information Form. If you haven’t done it, please get the form from Theresa (tschindl@usc.edu). Victoria will create a contact list of all SGA members. Everyone is welcome to join SGA, no matter you’re undergraduate, master, or PhD students. If you’re from other program or department, you’re more than welcome to join us. We will mail upcoming meetings and events to all of you guys.
IX. Sarah Ruiz -- GSA Rep.

· My job is mainly getting new student members and getting people to go to GSA meeting. This year, the GSA meeting will be held in New Orleans (might be changed due to the hurricane disaster).
X. Scott St. Martin -- GPSS Fall

· GPSS stands for Graduate and Professional Student Senate. The purpose of GPSS is “to enhance the USC graduate and professional student experience.” Their objective is “to serve as the “FACE” of the graduate community.” FACE stands for Funding, Advocacy, Community, and Education.
· Everyone is welcome to sit in GPSS’s meeting.
XI. Danielle Arzaga -- GPSS Spring

· Danielle got some brochure of GPSS’s event information. The new calendar will be out in Sep. This year, they are celebrating the 125th anniversary, so lots of events will be going on.
XII. Chris Nguyen -- Webmaster/Newsletter Editor

· All event information will also be available in SGA Website (http://www-scf.usc.edu/%7Esga/ ). You can go from our gerontology main page to SGA Website
· We publish our newsletter in the beginning of each month. Not only SGA officers but also everyone of you can write something and get published in the newsletter.
XIII. Dawn -- PhD student

· Dawn shared that “California Aging Network” is also another great chance to get networking. They mainly target people who are working in the gerontology field. Students are welcome to join them. There is no membership fee required. Enna also said you get to know many CEO people, and they also a job board where you can find some job opportunities.
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