SGA Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, April 5th, 2006
I. Theresa Schindler – President

· Special gusts from OT office --- Jennifer Stokely
Many people have a misunderstanding about Occupational Therapy and thought OT is related to “occupations.” What OT does is to help someone who has accidents or disabilities. What occupational therapists do is to design activities or programs to improve the impaired people’s nerve skills and daily functioning. Now, the OT department has a research project. They work with activity directors in different agencies. They put participants into three treatment groups and look at the treatment outcomes of three groups. Jennifer also brought two flyers to this meeting. One is about “What OT Is? And the job market in OT.” Another flyer is about the courses that you can take in OT department. Extra flyers are available in the student lounge. Graduate students are encouraged to consider taking some courses from the OT as electives. For more detail about the research project and OT courses, please contact Jennifer at stokely@usc.edu. 

· Grant Writing Session led by Dr. Liebig 4/19 at noon in Rm.219
Students that are interested in participating in this session, please make a reservation with Theresa at tschindl@usc.edu or call her at 213-821-5208. A nice lunch will be served, so we need a head count to prepare enough food. We encourage all students to come. By the way, Dr. Liebig is retiring. We are thinking about giving her a gift either at the grant writing session or at the Sigma Phi Omega ceremony.

· Nominations and elections
The nominees for the next academic year include Courtney and Liza for President; Fah for Treasurer; Lindsey for Masters VP and GPSS Senator; Jessie for PhD VP; Lisa Hou for undergrad VP; Adriana for Photographer; and Sarah for GSA Rep.

We still have some positions that have no nominees. These are Secretary, Alumni Chair, Alumni Relations Chair, Social Chair, Public Relations Chair, and Newsletter Editor/Webmaster. If you are interested in any position, please check out our SGA website to find out the job description of each position.

The election will take place via email during the following week. Theresa will send out a mass email to all the students with a form with the candidates and instructions of how to vote. The voting process will be ended on April 12th by midnight. The final result of this voting will come out on April 14th. 

· Officer descriptions and transitions
To view various position details, students can go onto SGA website at http://www-scf.usc.edu/%7Esga/. Click on “Members” and you will find out the officer descriptions in Word Format. You can also request a hard copy of the descriptions from Theresa. Transition will take place after the elections. Officers will exercise their own discretion in doing the transitions. For positions not filled this year, instead of office transitions, officers will need to make sure there are very thorough directions for next year’s officers and also leave contact information for them.

· Career Center session wrap-up
The career center session had a small turnout though it was very valuable to the attendees. Theresa has some handouts from the career center that explain all of their services and have a lot of great advice. The Career center has many useful workshops, like resume writing, interview, etc. Extra copies of the career center packet are available in the student lounge. 

· Sigma Phi Omega Update
Please remember to get your form in if you haven’t done so. The ceremony for SPO will be on the Wed. May 10.

· Internship session 4/12 @ noon in 219
Students, who are interested in taking internship units this summer and next semester, please come to this session led by Dr. Wilber and Theresa. If you plan to enroll in the internship this summer, you must meet with Dr. Wilber by Friday, April 14th, to be able to enroll in the class. 

· Sweatshirt update
We are not able to start doing this fundraising merchandise. Considering that this year is winding down and there is not enough time to order these, sweatshirts will be next year’s SGA fundraising merchandise. People asked for a sweatshirt last year but they are rather expensive. Our SGA finances are looking pretty good though. We thank to all of the hard work fundraising this year for the alumni dinner. Last year we had tote bags and t-shirts. This year, we continue on with popular “Aging is everybody’s business” t-shirt.

· Dr. Robert Kennison
There is a great job opportunity to work with Dr. Kennison. A company developed a software to improve the cognition of older adults. Students will be interact with elders and teach them how to use the software. The wage is $15/hr. They provide reimbursement for mileages of traveling. Students work 10-20 hours a week. 

II. Courtney Wise -- VP Graduate
· SGA Merchandise
We encourage students to purchase any GERO merchandise.

· SGA Membership Dues
Most of the students have paid their dues. For those who have not paid, please do so, thanks!
III. Julia Godley -- Alumni Chair

· Alumni Dinner
Julia thanks everyone who was able to help and attend the Sixth Annual Student and Alumni Dinner. It was a great success. From the Silent Auction and other donations, SGA raised over $1,000 for the Hancock County Senior Center in Mississippi. Great job, guys!

· GPSS Special Activity
The first annual USC grad student event “Arch Run” is coming soon. It will be Thursday, May 4th 9:00pm in front of Tommy Trojan.

IV. Liza Cherney -- Social Chair

· End of the year picnic at Griffith Park---find out a good date
We will have this lunch picnic event on Saturday, May 6th. Liza will send out other details through emails to all students.
V. Victoria Tsai – Secretary
· Email changes for graduating students
As many of you may know that after we graduate, we lose our USC email accounts. In order to keep in touch with all the graduating students, we want to collect an alternative email address and permanent address from you. Please take a few minutes to fill out the form. If you want to have a copy of this form, please e-mail Theresa at: tschindl@usc.edu or call her at 213-821-5208.
VI. Chris Nguyen -- Webmaster/Newsletter Editor

· The newsletter will be up on the web soon and will also be posted in the lounge.
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