SGA Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, January 18th, 2006
First, we want to welcome all returning students and new students to our first SGA meeting of this semester. We had a wonderful meeting this afternoon. Our regular meeting is usually held on the first Wednesday of every month. Our second and third SGA meeting will be on Feb. 1 and March 1. Please save those dates and come join us! Lunch will be served at the meeting free of charge!! If you miss a meeting or two don’t worry about it. We will send out meeting minutes to all students afterwards so everyone can be current on SGA happenings.  We hope these minutes will encourage you to come to future meetings and become involved with our organization.

I. Theresa Schindler – President

New officer introduction
Our graduate VP, Swamini Wakkar, has moved to the Bay area so she will not be able to perform her duties this semester with SGA.  She will be missed but will be back later in the year for the alumni dinner and the graduation ceremonies. We are fortunate that Courtney Wise has agreed to take over the position and we are very pleased to have her. We welcome her on board….. : )

Sigma Phi Omega membership/renewal
Sigma Phi Omega (SPO) is a national honors society for gerontology. Undergraduates must have GPA at least 3.3 and graduate students who have GPA 3.5 and above are eligible to apply. Some advantages of joining SPO are (1) a stellar addition for your resume, CV; (2) an opportunity to join an organization based on academic achievement; (3) great ceremony at the end of the year; (4) members get newsletters, a certificate, and a pin from SPO. This is an annual membership, so people need to renew their membership each year. You can get the application form from Theresa in room 343. Before you mail your application remember to get it signed by Dr. Liebig.  Her email is liebig@usc.edu.

New students SGA membership sign up
We like to have every new SGA member fill out an SGA student information form. Basically, we want to know what activities you are interested in, so we can provide you some information about future events based on your interests. Please go see Theresa to fill out the form.
Thank you note for Andrus Volunteers for goody bags
We really thank Andrus Volunteers for making the goody bags during the final exam week last semester. It really energized us to prepare for our final exams. A thank you card is passing around in the meeting to gather everyone’s appreciation for the Andrus Volunteers.

Research session with Stella Fu 1/19 at 2 pm in computer lab
This session will be particularly useful to new students and students who would like a refresher course on researching the field of gerontology. Stella will share with us about how to navigate different resources on line.

Sweatshirt Plans - call for slogan submissions

We are thinking about getting new SGA merchandise. Theresa came up with this new idea. What are your ideas? Please come to our Brainstorming Session on Jan. 25 to share your ideas. We really need inputs from every one of you.

New Gero Programs for SGA:  Brainstorming session 1/25 in room 343 at noon

During this session, we will talk about the design of the sweatshirt or other possible merchandise. Theresa also thinks about extending officers because she wants to have a larger officer base to run future SGA programs. Remember!! It’s next Wed. in room 343 at noon. Everyone is welcome. See you there!!!

II. Amber Watts-Hall -- VP PhD

The colloquium series
This semester we invite many scholars to give speeches to our students and faculty. The colloquium is usually on every Thursday or every other Thursday at noon in room 224. Tomorrow (Jan. 19), Dr. James P. Smith, a senior economist from Rand Corporation will be our guest lecturer and his topic is "Vignettes in the Social Sciences." He will be sharing how to compare data across cultures. Lunch will be provided. Other upcoming colloquiums will be on Feb. 2, Feb. 16, March 2, March 23, and April 20.

GSA abstract review for students who want to present at GSA

This year the GSA will be held in Huston. Amber encourages all students to submit their papers. This is not only for PhD students. Master and undergraduate students can submit  papers too.
III. Julia Godley -- Alumni Chair
Student & Alumni dinner update

The SGA Student and Alumni Dinner will be on March 25, 2006. This event will be held in the Andrus Center Courtyard. The reception starts at 5:00 pm and dinner will be served at 6:00 pm. Our theme of this year is “MARDI GRAS.” It costs $20 for students and faculty and $25 for guests. If you reserve your seat and pay by February 14, you will get $5 discount. So, hurry to make your reservation!!! One thing that is different from last year is the proceeds we get from this event will go to the Hancock County Senior Center in Mississippi. We will fundraise for them to release the damage caused by Hurricane Katrina. For more information and reservation, please contact Julia at godley@usc.edu or Enna at enpeilee@usc.edu. In addition, Julia will invite our scholarship sponsors to participate in this event. Moreover Julia really needs our help to get this dinner going, so please join the “Party Team” to help stuff envelopes, assist at the Dinner, set up and clean up on the day of the dinner, etc. If you are interested in helping, please contact Julia.

IV. Enna Lee -- Alumni Relations
Mike Rivas, Recruitment
Mike is our Director of Outreach and Admissions of School of Gerontology. He is in charge of the outreach program for our school of gerontology and he tries to increase the enrollment of our program. He thinks we do not have strong relationship with our alumni and no one is in charge of coordinating the alumni with our school. Actually we as students are a great resource to talk to perspective students and tell them what we are doing. Help from students will help recruit more future students come to our program. If you have any ideas related to the recruitment, please contact Mike. His email is rivasm@usc.edu. And his phone # is 213-821-5952.

Student & Alumni dinner volunteers

Enna is also asking for volunteers to help her with invitations, finding sponsors, and requesting donations. Once again, if you are interested in helping out, please contact Enna at enpeilee@usc.edu.
V. Liza Cherney -- Social Chair

Mass emails of everyone's information/interests

Liza has been doing a great job in gathering every member’s information and their interests in the area of gerontology. Some of us have shared our internship experiences. She wants to make sure those who are interested in this activity have received the emails from her.

Ideas of social events

If you have any ideas of social events----something that we can do it together and have fun, please let Liza know. Her email address is cherney@usc.edu.
VI. Wan Chian Tsai "Victoria" – Secretary

Contact list

We will keep updating our SGA member contact list. For new students, please let us know your contact information so we can send you the newest information about SGA. For returning students, please check whether the information I have is correct.

Event calendar
The event calendar of this semester is distributed in the meeting. If you want to have a copy, please let me know. My email address is wantsai@usc.edu.  
VII. Danielle Arzaga -- GPSS Spring
GPSS meeting is usually held on the first Monday of each month at 6:00 pm either on this campus or Health Science campus. However, you need to arrive earlier than 6:00 pm. If you are interested in a attending GPSS meeting, please contact Danielle at argaza@usc.edu for other details, like the date and the place. Danielle left some flyers in our mailboxes. Those flyers are about:
· GPSS new policy for senators---- According to Danielle’s information, In addition to attending monthly GPSS meetings we are required to attend a GPSS committee meeting so Danielle will be attending the HSC committee. We need to keep an acceptable level of attendance in order to receive funding from GPSS and funding will be withheld if we don't satisfy the attendance policy.
· Travel Grants Packets are available for pick up in GPSS office. questions email Albert Lai gpssfund@usc.edu
· USC-UCLA back to school party 1/20/06. rsvp gradbar@hardballproducations.com
· Book Salon 2/8/06 "A Confederacy of Dunces." email gpssbooks@gmail for more info
· Graduate Programming Fee vote
· Get involved in GPSS! sign up for the list serv at http://www.usc.edu/org/gpss/ or join a committee.
VIII. Chris Nguyen -- Webmaster/Newsletter Editor
Our first newsletter of this semester will be published on Feb 6. There is a column in the first newsletter called “What I did over the break.” It would be nice if anyone of us can email Chris a paragraph or a picture to tell him what you did over the break. He would really appreciate your help. Chris email is cdnguyen@usc.edu. SGA has a website: http://www-scf.usc.edu/%7Esga/. Our newsletter, meeting minutes, member contact list, etc. are posted on the website.
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