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Previous accounts of syllable weight in Optimality Theory (OT) rely on the prosodic faithfulness constraint DEP-mora (McCarthy 1997), which bans insertion of a mora. However, this constraint predicts unattested syllabification patterns, as described below. This paper proposes replacing DEP-mora with a new constraint, P-DEP-μ, which distinguishes between regular syllabification of segments and lengthening phenomena. 

The interaction of the constraints, Weight-by-Position (WBP, coda consonants must be moraic), and *mora/C (no moraic consonants), determines coda weight. Whenever WBP dominates *mora/C, coda consonants are moraic. However, DEP-mora can block assignment of a mora by WBP. Ranking these constraints above *mora/C and *ComplexOnset predicts unattested syllabification patterns such as [ak.la] vs. [a.kla], depending on whether /k/ is underlyingly moraic or not, assuming Richness of the Base. 

I propose that DEP-mora should be replaced by P(ositional)-DEP-mora, which penalizes insertion of a mora only if the result is lengthening of the segment. An inserted mora that is the only prosodic unit linked to a particular segment—a positional μ-licenser (cf. Bermúdez-Otero (2001))—does not violate this constraint. Thus P-DEP-mora says that if a mora is inserted it must be a positional μ-licenser.

