FAQ@A minutes

March 27, 2006

1. Reviewed minutes from last meeting
Everyone was cool with these.

2. Discussed Press Release(s)

Message should be "We're here. We're queer, and friendly!"

We want to include these elements:

- We’re up and running

- Mission statement

- We did an Allies training with 7 people, and we'll be doing one in the fall.

Separate press release for photos?

Problem: We don't have permission for the event yet. But we need to start gathering photos.

Solution: For now, solicit photos one on one from people we know.

[Note: by the end of the meeting we had verbal permission for the event to take place. So, we can go ahead and make the call for photos, perhaps waiting to send it out till after Deborah's meeting with the big cheese. So it would go out on Monday].

Press release: Deborah will send draft on Friday, we'll all comment by Sunday, and it will go out on Monday morning. We'll get list addys from Vince.

Trav is willing to be a contact on the press release.

General Meeting: 

Will be April 12th.

Website: 

We will be launching soon.

3. Reportback on Allies Training

- Deborah, Trav, Sasha, Sara all thought that our allies training in the fall should be a bit deeper than the 1 hour training. Maybe 2-3 hours.

4. Media Monitoring

- Sara set up some Google monitors and DT RSS feeds.

5. Day of Silence

- Laura set up a flickr account.

- Deborah pointed out that many people may not be interested in putting their images on the web in a public place. So, people can have the option of just sending photo to Laura, or posting it if they like. Everyone agreed.

- Official process: there hasn't been any movement. None of us has had a meeting yet. [see last part of these minutes for update].

- Call for photos could go to Commline online.

- Jeff Baum's emails go to the whole ASC community.

- Flyers around the building, a stack in front of student services.

6. Budget

- Sara talked to Cynthia Martinez today. We need an enumerated list. They have already submitted 2006-7 budget. We should also have a treasurer, and other designated positions.

- Phil encouraged us to charge dues. All other student organizations charge dues. Sasha proposed a sliding scale for dues, if we have them.

- Martinez has a line item in her budget to support student organizations. ANLSA (Latino/a student association) and IABC (Int Association of Business Communicators) have chapters here. 

- These groups submit costs ($50 would be typical) and she approves.

- If we submit a yearly budget, she can go to the dean and ask for it. 

- Once we have budget together, we can try to get additional funds from Larry (Comm school) and from Journalism school.

-Sara will draft a budget: FAQ@A projected budget for 2006-7

Big Screen developments (read carefully, it's a page turner!)
There had been no movement on this. Phil suggested the conversation has to be at a higher level than facilities:

- Michael Parks from the Journalism school, b/c they want CNN on all the time.

- The Dean's office.

- Then we talk to facilities. 

At this point Patricia (facilities) came in. We got permission, but not to do it on the big screen. 

We then had several minutes of discussion about other possibilities (other lobby, TVs at the doors to the main lobby), at which point Patricia came back.

Patricia reports that we got permission to mute CNN and show our images on a smaller TV.

Sasha suggested that we had just been manipulated to feel like we were getting what we had asked for, when we were actually getting a compromise proposed by facilities. Suggested we should decide what our preferred outcome is, and go ahead and have our meeting with Parks and the Dean's office anyway, not to be confrontational but to clarify things.

Deborah suggested that in some ways it could be better to have the CNN on, but muted, with our slide presentation projected on a smaller TV in the same space. She added that having it muted rather than replacing CNN with our images might draw more attention to the idea of creating silence in the lobby because it silences a source that is never silenced at ASC.
Tasks
-Phil will try to set up a meeting for Friday with Deborah and the Deans.

-Deborah will go to the meeting on Friday

-Deborah will send draft press release on Friday, we'll all comment by Sunday, and it will go out on Monday morning. We'll get list addys from Vince.

-Sara will draft flyer

-Sara will draft a budget

Deborah suggested that we can think about speakers / events in the fall that differentiate us from GLBT orgs in terms of creating a welcoming space for queer folks who are not necessarily dating or in relationships with people of the same sex.
