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Educational Background

University of Southern California, Postdoctoral Fellow 2008-Present

University of California at Santa Cruz, Ph.D in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, 2000-2007 

Advisor: Giacomo Bernardi

Boston University, M.A. in Biology, September 2000

Advisor: Phil S. Lobel  Co-Advisor: Michael D. Sorenson

University of California at Santa Cruz, B.A. in Marine Biology, Dec. 1995 
Research and Work Experience

· University of California at Santa Cruz, Field and Research Assistant - 2007

Assisting other lab members, including P.I., on several projects that either consists of diving or molecular lab work.

· Boston University, DNA Sequencing Facility, Manager - June 1999-Aug. 2000

In charge of running the DNA sequencing lab, which included all aspects of running sequencing gels for a ABI 377, maintaining stock supplies, teaching faculty and students how to run the sequencer and working on some of Prof. Michael D. Sorenson’s research projects.  I sequenced the mtDNA genomes for Tupaia tana (tree shrew), Cynocephalus volans (flying lemur), Manis pentadactyla (Chinese pangolin) and Hypoplectrus gemma (Blue Hamlet - Serranidae).
· California State University at Fresno, Research Assistant - 1997-1998

Identified RAPD primers that distinguished two populations of Clarkia with Dr. Kristina Scheirenbeck.

· University of California at Santa Cruz, Research Assistant - 1994-1995
Raised seven generations of fruit flies under various thermal conditions to determine how temperature affected sexual selection with Dr. Bill Rice.

· University of California at Santa Cruz, Field Study in Patagonia, Leo Ortiz.- Jan.1994-Mar.1994

Determined how long the molt duration period is for Southern Elephant Seals.

Community Outreach

· Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Diversity Committee Member – 2005-2007

· We are a committee of students and faculty who are committed to creating an educational community that is intellectually, culturally and socially diverse and that is enriched by the contributions and full participation of people from many backgrounds. 

Our short-term goals are to:

1) Improve recruitment efforts for K-12.

2) Increase participation in existing programs that support student diversity and success.

Our long-term goals are to:

1) Improve coordination of recruitment and support groups and services designed to increase student diversity and success.

2) Strengthening and expanding partnerships to enhance student diversity and success with elementary, secondary schools and other institutions of higher education.  Create research opportunities such as internships for undergraduate students.

· SeaLab/Rise and Long Marine Lab, Outreach Volunteer - 2001-2007

For the last few years have been a volunteer for a California State University of Monterey program called SeaLab/Rise.  This is a college/science bound outreach program that targets low income or minority students in the sixth-eighth grades in the cities of Marina, Salinas and Watsonville.  I talk to students and parents about being a scientist, conducting research and going to college. I am also a volunteer at UCSC Long Marine Lab outreach programs.

· Center for Informal Learning and School (CILS) - Spring 2003-2005

CILS is a partnership of the Exploratorium, the University of California Santa Cruz (UCSC), and King’s College London (KCL).  CILS is preparing a new generation of leaders (doctoral and post-doctoral students in the natural and social sciences, as well as in education), to understand and work in areas of informal science learning and research critical to STEM education. My CILS project is to assist 6th grade teachers from Mayfair Elementary (Fresno, Ca.) with their science curriculum.  My contribution was to start "Science Friday's" and assist teachers with the seventh goal of the California Science Standards: Investigation and Experimentation.  "Science Friday's" will be used for lectures/demonstrations/conduct activities that motivate students to ask questions. One of the most important objectives I had hope to accomplish is to enhance student's perception of who and what kinds of work scientist do as well as making science "Fun".
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Recent Collaborators:

G. Bernardi

University of California at Santa Cruz, CA

P. Nelson

University of California at San Diego, CA
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Bishop Museum, HI

M.D. Sorenson
Boston University, MA

Advisees:

Melissa Blakely
2004, Undergraduate Senior Thesis

Shawnte Wilson
2004, Undergraduate Senior Thesis

Awards

· NSF Minority Postdoctoral Fellowship -$120,000



Jan08-Dec.09

· Minority Biomedical Research Support (MBRS) Fellowship


Fall 02-Spring 07

· STEPS - $1500








Winter 06

· Raney – Society of Ichthyologist and Herpetologist -$1000


Spring 06

· Center for Informal Learning and Schools (CILS) Fellowship


Spring 03,04,05

· Advances in Genome Technology and Bioinformatics – MBL Award

Oct. 2005

· Friends of Long Marine Lab - $500





Dec. 02, 04

· Myer’s Trust Award- $1500






May 2002

· Departmental Scholarship for Evolution 2001 meeting.



Summer 2001

· Dean of Graduate Studies Scholarship for Organization of Tropical

Studies $1000








Winter 2001

· MIRT(Minority International Research Training) Scholarship $950

Winter 2001

· University of California Graduate Mentorship Fellowship
       

Fall 00-Spring 02

· University of California TA Fellowship, $4500.
                               

Fall 00,Winter 04

· Sigma Xi Grant, $800.







May 2000

· Boston University tuition remission for 1999-2000 school year.


1999 –2000

· United Artist Scholarship $1000.






Fall 1999

· CAMP (California Association Minority Program) $2000 stipend.

Summer 1995

· MIRT (Minority International Research Training) $2000 stipend.

Winter 1994

· Goulds Pumps Scholarship $5000.





1991-1995

Conference Presentations

· Ramon, ML and AY Gracey.  Searching for Adaptive Genes Using a Global Approach. 8th Annual Congress of Fish Biology. Oregon, Oral Presentation.

· Ramon, ML. Molecular Ecology of Intertidal Fishes. 8th Annual Congress of Fish Biology. Oregon, Oral Presentation.

· Ramon, ML. The population genetic structure of an intertidal fish (Clinocottus analis). SACNAS, Denver, Co. Sept. Oral presentation.

· Ramon, ML.  Inter and Intraspecific relationships on intertidal fish. ASIH conference, Manaus, Brazil. June 2003. Poster

· Ramon, M and M.D. Sorenson. Novel mtDNA genome found in serranid’s.  International Molecular Evolution Conference, Naples, Italy June 2002. Poster

· Ramon, M and M. D. Sorenson.  Novel mtDNA genome found in serranid’s - Preliminary results.  Evolution Conference, Knoxville June 2001.  Poster

· Ramon, M., M. Sorenson and P. Lobel.    Hamlets: To be or Not to Be.  Calpeg Conference, Santa Cruz, Ca. 2000. Talk.

· Ramon, M., M. Sorenson and P. Lobel.  Hamlets: To Be or Not To Be.  Evolution Conference, Indiana. June 2000.  Poster.

Invited Lectures and Course Instructor

· Guest Lecturer for Biology 175 (Evolution, UCSC) instructor Martha Burford, 2007.

· Invited seminar speaker (Dr. Martin G. Ramirez) at Loyola Marymount University, 2006.

· Guest Lecturer for Biology 175 (Evolution, UCSC) instructor Shawn R. Kuchta, 2005-2006.

· Marine Ecology and Field Techniques course co-instructor – Wildlands/UCSB – 2003/2005

· Workshop Leader - Expanding Your Horizons in Science and Mathematics conference – 2003 

· A program designed to nurture the science and math interests of young high school women, many from under-represented groups, and to encourage them to consider science and math based career options. 

· Workshop Leader – MARC/MBRS Summer Undergradute Program – 2004, 2005

· Study and learning skills workshop “Learning with Understanding” for students participating in a summer MARC/MBRS internship.  This is an all day workshop that introduces students to some of the fundamental concepts on learning and assists them in recognizing which type of learner they best identify with and how they can improve “other” learning process.  As well as to assist them with time management and study skills needed to succeed in the sciences.
