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Teaching Demo #3 Critique


Going into Teaching Demo #3, I tried to be more relaxed, really prepared, and more confident in order to be comfortable and assertive in front of the class.  However, after watching my video, I realize that the Demo did not really turn out the way I wanted it to.


The first thing I noticed aurally was that I was talking the way I talk to my friends.  I have been known to mumble, and this was no exception.  Because I was not articulating my words well, my instructions were audibly unclear- or at least not as clear as I thought I was talking.  I sounded unprofessional because my casual talking voice does not present my words (or lesson) with maturity.  I almost need to speak more “business-like” so that it sounds more confident, charged, and mature.  By trying to be more relaxed and confident, I used my casual speaking tone instead of an energetic, articulated “teacher” voice.


I visually looked sloppy as well because I kept putting my hand on my hip and my conducting wasn’t very clear or even.  The first time I put my hand on my hip, I remember noticing it and lowering it.  But the rest of the lesson, I didn’t know I was putting my hand on my hip.  I had no clue I continued doing this.  It looks awkward and it is unproductive.  I liked how Emily clapped the rhythm during her lesson.  Because it involves both hands, I think I might try doing that or occupying my left hand with chalk or something so I can’t grab at my hip or clothes.  It will look more professional, confident, and “in-control.”  But I can’t really fix my conducting until I take conducting class.  I could look in the mirror and conduct, but I don’t think it will help because I don’t actually know what’s right or wrong.  If I sound and look controlled and confident, I think my lessons will be more productive because people will take me more seriously.  My naturally relaxed, comfortable style is not actually the way I want to present myself in front of the class.


I also think I over prepared.  I gave myself too many things to do in twelve minutes.  I should have done individual exercises for the low 2, high 2, and 4th finger bars.  I just named them off to point them out, but it was too much information at once.  I should have gone over the individual measures before combining it with the entire piece.  The class would have learned it faster, but I didn’t give myself enough time to do so.  Also, because I felt that I had so much to finish, when I said I was going to take the tempos slower so that the class could look over things, I wasn’t actually taking the music slower.  Therefore, the run-through wasn’t as productive.  I need to stick to my word; if I’m going to slow down, I need to actually slow down.  At the end of my presentation, I was running out of time, so I got jumbled and started negating my own directions.  I didn’t know which activity to finish with, so it caught me off guard.  I just need to make sure I have set up a reasonable lesson for myself that is not too much or too little.  I haven’t yet found my balance.


I do think my lesson was organized well and that most of the detail I did get into was beneficial.  I asked questions to involve the students and I broke everything into smaller steps.  I picked a fun song that they could play for other people and that they might enjoy learning.  I overall just need to control my nervous habits and try to separate what I know from what the students know.  It’s still hard for my to separate the knowledge I have of the lesson from the fact that the students have never played the piece before.  I need to think like them in order to know what I need to do to help them learn.
