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Unit Overview

Title:




Musical sounds in Nature

Essential Question:
How can music emulate nature?

Unit Questions:
What styles/ instruments/ compositional techniques sound like 




certain animals and natural phenomenon?




(How do students react to/ interpret music in this direction?)
Unit Summary:

Students will explore music by first drawing and moving  to it as 

animals or a facet of nature (for example, move like a bear, or move like the wind).  

Students will then listen to compositions for styles and practices that emulate these 

images.  Students will eventually investigate a descriptive piece about nature (like Peter 

and the Wolf or Flight of the Bumble Bee, for example) and present it on power point as 

well as compose their own short piece describing their favorite animal or natural 


phenomenon
Subject Areas:

music, art, history, science, literature, physical exercise
Grade level:


3-5

Student Objectives/ Learning Outcomes:



Students will relate personally to music and explore and analyze music for natural 

descriptions.  Students will move and create art to their perceptions of the music.  

Students will recognize certain instruments and compositional practices used to portray 

animals and natural effects and use them in their own compositions.  Students will go in-

depth and research one piece and present it on power point.
Targeted State Frameworks/ Content Standards:
(All)


1.0: Artistic Perception


2.0: Creative Expression


3.0: Historical and Cultural Content


4.0: Aesthetic Valuing


5.0: Connections, Relationships, Applications

Procedures:

~ Begin with critical listening and exploring pieces I choose: Peter & the Wolf/ flight of the Bumble Bee/ Smetana’s “The Moldau”/ folk songs about the ocean & animals




~ Perform, move and analyze these pieces




~ Discuss and explore the compositional aspects of descriptive pieces.  Look at instrumentation, orchestration, performance techniques, dynamics, tempo, tonal centers, etc.




~ Have students investigate a specific piece and present it with the relevant aforementioned considerations highlighted.  They will present their findings in a power point presentation.




~ Have students compose a short piece with the aforementioned considerations addressed and perform it with the help of the class.  Students will write a short explanation of why they chose to compose what they did (instruments, dynamics, tempo, style, etc).
Approximate Time Needed:

2.5 months of tri-weekly class

Prerequisite Skills:

Should know the seasons and have an understanding of animal habitats.  Should know most of the standard instrumentation in orchestras.  Should have basic power point skills.  Should be able to focus on a piece for 5 minute intervals when given guiding questions.  Should have basic rhythmic and melodic composition skills.
Materials:


Technology/ Hardware:
computer, DVD and CD player, TV, VCR, 

Technology/ Software:
word processing, Encyclopedia on CD-ROM, Desktop 




Publishing, composition software, Multimedia, Image Processing

Printed Materials:

CDs, pictures of animals/ natural phenomenon, pictures of 




instruments, music

Supplies:


art supplies(markers, crayons, glue, paper, scissors, etc)

Internet Resources:
search engines for research


Others:

Differentiated Instruction:
Resource student:

Create an IEP with extra help and description of class 




concepts using examples that relate and engage him/her 




specifically

Gifted Student:

More opportunities and resources available to create and 




analyze the music outside of school (CDs available for outside 




listening, art materials can be taken home, etc)
Student Assessment:
Students will be graded at first on participation in class in their 




exploration of new ideas through listening and the creative follow-




up exercises.  Students will  be graded specifically on their Power 




Point presentations and their use of new styles and ideas in their 




compositions.

Welcome to the Curriculum page!  Here you will find our unit plan for this upcoming semester.  We will be exploring nature as it is depicted in music.  So students will have plenty of opportunities to work with their favorite animals and their favorite outside activities as they relate to music.  

Throughout the semester, students will take the sounds they hear and natural phenomenons around them and try to put those sounds into music.  Students will understand how the world around them is full of music if they just listen.  Students will therefore not only explore subjects they are already intimately surrounded by, they will increase their awareness of sound on a daily basis.  Students will become better listeners both within school and outside of school.

Every student has his struggles in school, whether it’s in anxiety about performance, maintaining interest, acquiring knowledge, willingness to work hard, or managing their time productively.  This unit is designed to help a child learn effectively, no matter what his weakness because he is graded and guided by a variety of very useful, fun activities.  Class emphasizes participation and exploration in its beginnings.  Students will learn how to open up and share in front of their peers and to describe their reasoning for their interpretation of music.  Students will also be able to choose their muse, like their favorite animals for example, in much of the class work, so they will stay interested and motivated to do their best work.  When students do their final power points and compositions, they will be able to choose the subjects they do their work on, again giving them an exciting, personal medium in which they will enjoy learning.

