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Global Presence: continued


Chris Gruber, MD 


� 


Tanzania. Speaking about his love of international community service, he states that he is attracted to “the sense that it’s like going on an adventure and doing something for others that really makes you feel good about yourself.” In Nicaragua, Gruber acted as an activities coordinator for a dormitory of 60 orphaned and abandoned children, many who had substance-abuse problems and inadequate clothing, educational and recreational activities. He was able to institute new programs that allowed children to work under an exchange program in which they received scrip for chores that enabled them to buy sundry items and clothes. “The program taught them to value things that they previously got for free and it really made a difference in their behavior and attitudes,” he said. Gruber is a recent Keck graduate, currently completing his first year of residency in Family Practice in Ventura.


- Adapted from an article by Jon Nalick uscnews.usc.edu/hscweekly/detail.php?recordnum=11480











IMSIG Lunchtime Lectures & Events





August 26, 2005


   Dr. John Rodarte-   


   Getting Started in 


   International Medicine 


   & HHAB


Sep. 26, 2005


   Dr. Richard Wagner-   


   ENT Beyond Our Borders


Sep. 27, 2005


   Dr. Laura Parajon-  


   Provadenic: A Model for  


   Sustainable Community 


   Health in Nicaragua


Nov. 2, 2005


   Dr. Peter Katsufrakis- 


   Ethiopia


Nov. 16, 2005 (tentative)


    Keck Students’ Past 


    Summer Experiences 





  























Events & Conferences





1. Join the Student International Health Coalition’s 5K Run/Walk and Health Fair on October 8, 2005. The event will be held in Henderson, Nevada,15 miles from Las Vegas. To register visit www.run4globalhealth.org


Registration fee of $20 if you register before October 7. All profits will be donated to Partners In Health 





2. Access to Medicines Conference: Universities Allied for Essential Medicines 


This is a student organization with a mission to increase access to medicines in poor countries and to promote research on neglected diseases. If you are interested in conducting a campaign here at Keck, UAEM is sponsoring a teach-in on these topics in Washington, D.C. during the weekend of October 14-16 in order to educate interested students about access and research gaps. Limited funds are available. To learn more about UAEM, visit their website at �HYPERLINK "http://www.essentialmedicine.org/"��www.essentialmedicine.org�


For more info or to register for the conference e-mail �HYPERLINK "http://us.f530.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=sweiwang@gmail.com"��sweiwang@gmail.com� 





3. Unite For Sight's Third Annual International Health Conference - April 1st and 2nd, 2006 at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut 


All funds raised from 


registration fees will go


towards Unite For Sight's eye 


care programs. Register early 


to avoid higher fees! 


www.uniteforsight.org/2006_


conference_registration.php








 






































Pediatrician, Keck alum, and current ICM instructor Dr. John Rodarte has been active in the field of international medicine for some time. His most recent work has been with Healing Hearts Across Borders, a non-profit





At 28, Dr. Chris Gruber has already spent a year in  Nicaragua and five weeks in Haiti to help administer programs in orphanages and has volunteered in the Caribbean, Costa Rica and Mexico. Most recently, he spent his five-week break from classes at USC performing a volunteer medical rotation at a hospital in





Global Eye


Microbicides Bill


Microbicides are a novel approach to preventing HIV transmission which enables women to protect themselves in a way that other protection methods do not. This new prevention modality, however, needs to more research before it can come to market. There is important legislation in both the House and Senate that would greatly increase the research on microbicides; this is great news, but we need to make this legistlation into law! Please take a moment to visit AMSA's Action Center (�HYPERLINK "http://www.amsa.org/legislativecenter/"��www.amsa.org/legislativecenter/�) to let your Senator and Representative know that Microbicides are important to you, and should be a funding priority.





Female Genital Mutilation


An estimated 135 million of the world's girls and women have undergone genital mutilation, and approximately 6,000 per day are at risk. FGM is practiced in more than 28 African countries, as well as in many other parts of the world. At the time the mutilation is carried out, pain, shock, hemorrhage and damage to the organs surrounding the clitoris and labia can occur. The psychological effects of FGM are unimaginable; personal accounts of mutilation reveal feelings of anxiety, terror, humiliation and betrayal, all of which would be likely to have long-term negative effects. Read all about this devastating and strikingly common ritual practice at : www.amnesty.org/ailib/intcam/femgen/fgm1.htm 


Read a personal testimony: 


www.fgmnetwork.org/html/modules.php?name=Content&pa=showpage&pid=7

















In July 2005, Adrian Castro joined a delegation of approximately 40 volunteers from the University of Texas Medical Branch to provide health services in Mulukuku, Nicaragua – a rural community in the northeast region of the country. Castro felt that his most valuable medical experiences came when working with medical personnel. He assisted with a delivery, 




















IMSIG


Keck School of Medicine of USC





Contact Us:


imsig@usc.edu





Website


http://www-sfc.usc.edu/~imsig





If you would like to give a lunchtime lecture on international medicine at Keck, please contact Linda Werner:


email: lwerner@usc.edu  


Phone: (323) 442 – 1877 











Global Presence


Adrian Castro, MSII                                                                      �translated for physicians, brought a baby with


severe pneumonia to the nearest hospital, and assisted with pap smears. Despite rampant poverty, Castro describes the people as truly friendly and appreciative. Castro’s interest in international medicine was sparked in 2000 when working with HHAB in Tijuana with Dr. John Rodarte (below). This led him to work with Child Family Health International in Quito, Ecuador, in 2003. “I stay involved with international medicine because these experiences remind me of how things can change if more people decide that basic health services should be the right of each human being, and not a privilege.”





John Rodarte, MD 


�


organization that mobilizes volunteers and medical resources to bring to the poorest residents of Tijuana, Mexico. Rodarte currently acts as the president of HHAB, organizing trips to Mexico four times per year to provide Tijuana residents with food, clothing, toys, and, of course, medical care. In addition to his international work, Rodarte volunteers his time and medical expertise for a search and rescue team based in Los Angeles. In August 2005 Rodarte presented an IMSIG lunchtime lecture in which he spoke to Keck students of his own personal path to international medicine, as well as what medical students can do to get an early start (see relevant websites below). Rodarte truly enjoys his international experiences, not only for the medicine, but also for the opportunity to experience diverse people, places, and cultures. 





www.amazonmedical.org          www.healingthechildren.org            www.d2d.org              www.doctorswithoutborders.org             www.doctorsoftheworld.org     www.himalayanhealthcare.org        www.healingheartsacrossborders.org    


	 




















