GPAC Meeting Minutes

Thursday, September 1

1. Doug introduced GPAC and discussed what it does and the direction we’d like to take it in the future (i.e. more service-oriented).  Transition – remaking SPPD, utilizing student talent, student contributions.

2. Everyone present at the start of the meeting introduced themselves.

3. Doug proposed discussing GPAC’s slogan or mission for the year.  We decided on Brianna’s “Bridging a Community of Leaders” (building on last year’s slogan, “building a community of leaders”, and intended to represent bridging communities here at SPPD, within USC, and in our larger Los Angeles/Sacramento communities).  (The other possibility was “Leadership Through Service.”)

4. GPAC General Assembly – date set for Friday, September 30th.  General Assembly committee will be chaired by Cheryl and include Manuel, Yulia (sp?), Rosaline, Thalia, and Angelo.  Emphasis on fundraising among alumni at event.
5. First Year Delegate Program:

a. Dallas – email solicitations, funnel interested parties to correct GPAC people

b. Ashley – guidelines for first year delegates describing opportunities, responsibilities, meetings, etc.

c. Sara – Brianna gave her a ½ sheet last year that got her interested in the NP committee

d. Carl – everyone should prepare these for their own committees within the next week

e. Jen – the next GPAC Updates need to include a “save the date” for the General Assembly and info about First Year Delegate Program

f. Jason – announcements in classes, he offers to coordinate first year recruitment – Brianna Schwartz, Dallas, and Clarisse also offer assistance.

6. Cheryl – asked all committee chairs to give her their budget/summary requests – what they think they will spend this year, what they plan to raise, what they would like funding for, etc., so that Cheryl and Doug can work on a master budget.  Due by Thursday, Sept. 8th.

7. Brianna – USC/SPPD response to Hurricane Katrina.  Lots of organizations are collaborating on efforts.

a. 9/12/05:  Candle-light vigil/luminary

b. 9/17/05:  Fundraising event piggybacked on concert

c. 8 Tabling locations on campus (we could adopt a table if we could man it from 10am-2pm daily)

d. We need volunteers to raise $ and collect items

e. Nisha suggested a donation box in RGL 108 for grad students who aren’t around from 10am-2pm.

f. Email Brianna ideas.

g. More details coming for the GPAC Updates

8. Sara – Upcoming Service Events

a. 9/17/05:  Marine Kayak Clean-up Day, morning 9am-12pm.

b. 10/1/05:  Environmental Education Garden @ a middle school.  9:30am-1pm.

c. 11/19/05:  Next USC Friends & Neighbors Day

d. November/December:  Food/clothing drives

e. 11/10/05:  L.A. Regional Food Bank

f. January 28th – USC Volunteer Day

g. More details coming for GPAC Updates

9. Foster – Marshall NetImpact

a. NetImpact is group of socially responsible entrepreneurs, some in the NP sector, good for networking.  Int’l organization.  Event on 9/27 (GPAC is co-hosting a movie screening).  SPPD students can join for $25/year.

10. Manuel – Sacramento update.  All upcoming events went out in 9/1/05 GPAC Update.  How many Sacramento students are coming to USC for homecoming?  We should do a Friday happy hour, then Saturday tailgate/game.

11. Jen – do to list for weekly updates – send out info on signing up for lottery for tickets (& spirit card).

12. Taryne – Social Committee Update

a. Working with Phil Groth of ASPD re: tailgates (GPAC is contributing $100). Tailgates are BYOB!  Food and sodas will be provided.

b. Nisha suggested everyone pitching in for a keg.

c. First happy hour on 9/16/05 – probably 7-9pm at El Carmen.

13. Leadership Speaker Series – first one is on Sept. 20th – Mark Alexander from La Cañada/Flintridge.  4:30-6:00pm. Yulia asked if she could suggest new speakers – of course!

14. Taryne/Sharmita – international student dinners once a month at a different “ethnic” restaurant or part of town.  All students welcome to come meet int’l students.

a. Work out carpooling for int’l students

15. Possibly a bonfire the day after the General Assembly?  (Taryne)

16. Carl – 3 projects

a. Mock interview panel (Spring ’06)

b. Arcadia city manager offered a one-day workshop on managing people (in human orgs) – open to students

c. Scholarship program for MPPs/MPAs (Spring ’06)

17. Website – Sara – who is in charge? Doug will send out email for help on this.

18. Yulia – conferences

a. Do we often attend conferences?  How?

b. Sara – there were 5 scholarships for NP conferences in L.A. last year  (CANP)

c. Ashley – last year it was unstructured – Andrew Glass organized this last year

d. Todd McIntyre @ ASPD is working on conferences

19. Dallas – marketing & fundraising is a new committee, any suggestions welcome.  He’d like all GPAC gear so he can make an inventory.  Sell @ tailgates.  Suggest other venues, i.e. 125th anniversary celebration.  Jason suggested internal marketing of GPAC to SPPD students.  Dallas suggested a quarterly newsletter. 

20. Ashley – anything involving alumni should be brought to her attention, and any suggestions for involving them, fundraising with them, etc.
21. Doug – closing remarks – it’s going to be a great year!  And thanks to all the first years for attending.
