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GPAC Meeting of the Officers

11/11/04 ~ 4:30pm-5: 55pm ~ RGL 103

	Attendees:
	Jim Thomas, Stephanie Lombaio, Lynn Kelly, John Keisler, Rajan Agarwal, Ying Chen, Brianna Frazier, Sheila Slaughter, Lan Qiu, Doug Tripp, Ed Teelucksingh, Carl Alameda, Andrew Glass, Aaron Lidet

	Agenda topics
	

	4:40-4:50pm
	Introductions and Updates
	John Keisler

	Discussion: 

Recognitions:

· Special Recognition went to Lynn for her work in securing Business Card Holders.  She had to go back and forth with the company because of damages and late delivery.  She has also ordered pens and mugs.

· Committee Recognitions go to the MPA, MPP, Nonprofit Committees who have updated their section of the website.

· Special Recognition to Carl for meeting with Lola Reyes, the new alumni coordinator, and helping with the Homecoming tailgate. There have been over 340 RVSPs partly attributable to the outreach success of GPAC
Updates:

· John commended Brianna and the leadership opportunities that have been created with the Nonprofit Committee.

· Jim was also successful in obtaining tickets to a Motivational Seminar in Anaheim next Monday for $10/ person.



	4:50-5:10pm
	Committee Updates
	
All

	Discussion:

	MPA/ MPP: Faculty/ Staff appreciation dinner has tentatively been named “Thanksgiving Reception.”  

· Purpose is to have a social event that is not just student focused, but has faculty, staff and students intermingled.  Tang is to invite board. 

· Looking at venues: patio (high cost with heating), Davidson, Faculty, Topping.  

· Plan is to invite the above mentioned as well as alumni.

· Question arose whether we should restrict it to the MPA/ MPP majors.

· Tang stated we could spend $600-700 for the event.

· Graddy to contribute depending on MPP participation.

· Sandy to send alumni email invitations.

· Discussion of handing out Quarter sheet “save the date” at Homecoming.

· Event will not have a formal program but be a mixer/ networking event.



	Nonprofit Committee:

· About a dozen students are going to next week’s symposium in Irvine.

· The committee held a Team Building event held this week, which included: life mapping, subcommittee break-out, commitments to deadlines and the consideration of what to finish during the Holiday break.

· Brianna believes lower attendance/ scholarship recipients because next event is research focused and pertains more to academics vs. practitioners.  

	MPA Committee: covered with MPA/ MPP event



	MPP Committee:

· 3 delegates helping plan the Thanksgiving Reception

· Future goals include having 

· A Spring 2005 curriculum forum

· Increased social participation among MPPs

	International Committee: 

· They are in discussion with Aaron Lidet about devoting a section of the newsletter (see below) to the international students.

· Lan encouraged us to motivate other international students to attend events.

· John said we should make an effort to help international students and offered the example of assisting in class

	Professional Dev./ Alumni Committee: 

· Andrew is giving the committee leeway to develop their own tasks.

· He offered feedback on ICMA conference stating it was great to have a USC presence.

· For next semester, Andrew is looking at the ASPA conference.  He also encourages us to share with him any professional development opportunities.

· Andrew is also looking to strengthen alumni relationships next semester.

	Action items:
	Person responsible:
	Deadline:

	As indicated above
	All
	N/A 

	5:10-5:20pm
	Finances
	Ying

	Discussion:

	· We are going to have an account at the credit union to manage revenue generated from fundraising.

· Ying created a special revenue balance sheet and the special revenue fund reimbursement policies

· Discussion arose on what policies we have concerning the organizational funds
· Concern that waiting to have a quorum at officer meetings will preclude great events that need immediate attention
· Suggestions included maybe dividing the money on a committee basis and/ or voting by email to avoid spur of the moment decisions and allowing the officers equal say.

	Action items:
	Person responsible:
	Deadline:

	· If you need to be reimbursed for an event it will be easier for all involved if you tell Ying/ John ahead of time

· Tell Ying if you need reimbursement from past investment in events
	N/A
	N/A

	5:20-5:45pm
	Homecoming/ Fundraising Update
	Carl/ Jim

	Discussion:

	· We now have 75 shirts ($10), 25 cardinal polo shirts ($20), 55 sweatshirt jackets to fundraise with.  At the 

tailgate, Carl has organized shifts of volunteers – there will be a GPAC table

· Checks can now be made out to GPAC when selling items

· Jim created a flyer to introduce us to alumni and to generate funds.

· Flyer has different contribution levels i.e. cardinal, gold, gold, silver, bronze

· Different levels have different benefits such as partner’s plaque or stating, “this event brought to you by…”

· Discussion on whether to have a minimum contribution

Continued-

· Concerning contributions, John and Ying are working on creating a nonprofit status.  They have started the process for developing 2 accounts (depending on what is successful): 1 would be done through the school and USC would send a tax id credit with each contribution but has a 15% admin fee.  The other would not have admin costs but does not have the backing of USC.

	Action items:
	Person responsible:
	Deadline:

	John discussed that when we discuss possible contributions we mention special events that their dollars can fund i.e. scholarships for the nonprofit committee
	All
	All

	5:45-5:50pm
	Communications/Marketing
	Aaron

	Discussion:

	· Lee is supposed to put up “Public Account” on website soon.  Aaron passed a draft of ideas to the officers for review.

· The idea is to have the newsletter up either biweekly, or monthly.

· It will provide a forum for students to discuss matters and receive information in seven and eight different areas i.e. real estate, planning, SPPD related issues etc.  It is a communication tool designed to stimulate conversation and/ or research.  It will also make our website interactive

· In each issue, Aaron plans to have an Alumni feature and international feature


	Action items:
	Person responsible:
	Deadline:

	When it is first posted, we should all comment to stimulate conversation – and allow all perspectives
	All
	All

	5:55-6:00pm
	Vegas Update
	Ed

	Discussion:

	· Ed reported that there are 2 bus options, both could sit 47 people.
· Jim researched hotels and found that with the Flamingo, people could stay in Vegas for $75 for the duration of the trip


	Action items:
	Person responsible:
	Deadline:

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A


****Next Meeting: Thursday, December 2, 2004











