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Abstract of Dissertation

Pachucas, Pachucos, and their Culture: Mexican American Zoot Suiters of the 1940s
Pachucas and pachucos, female and male zoot suit wearers, first attained infamy following the “sleepy lagoon” trial of 1942 and the “zoot-suit riots” of 1943 in Los Angeles.  One result from these incidents was significant documentation in the form of newspaper articles, court proceedings, and social scientific studies.  Three decades later, during the height of the Chicano movement, male zoot suit wearers were remembered and romanticized as heroes, rebels, and activists.  This renewed significance attributed to pachucos catalyzed the production of artistic and academic works that adhered to the romantic themes of victimization and self-affirmation.  With decades of cultural and scholarly production attributed to pachucos it is surprising that little historical research has been done on pachucas and pachucos themselves.  Since the 1970s there have been only three monographs historically researching pachucos. All three works magnificently address the zoot suit riots, the sleepy lagoon case, and Los Angeles.   However, these recent works do not conceptualize pachuco culture as the regional, national and international phenomenon it was.  With Los Angeles as the most researched location, I want to investigate how pachuco culture was similar and different in other parts of California, other U.S. states, and Mexico.  Unique to my study, is the focus on the culture and the participants of the culture, instead of the riots, the court case, or Los Angeles.  This is also one of the first studies to demonstrate how Mexican American culture influenced Mexican culture instead of exclusively the other way around.  With so much historical significance attributed to pachucos over the decades, it is time that we gain a historical understanding of who participated in this culture and how it varied in comparison to Los Angeles.

