http://www.violenceagainstwomen.org/

Several bills addressing violence against women have been introduced in Congress this year. Most of these measures are not likely to receive substantial consideration until lawmakers have covered ground on tax cuts and the budget. Companion bills H.R. 28 and S. 161 permanently create the Violence Against Women Office in the DOJ. The Right Start Act of 2001 (S. 18) expands the Family and Medical Leave Act to provide job-protected leave for victims of domestic violence. Senator Michael Crapo (R-Idaho) has proposed an amendment to the Violence Against Women Act that would include "dating violence" in the legal assistance for victims of violence grant program. H.R. 284 creates a civil remedy for gender-motivated violence at work caused by an employer's negligence. 

Violence against women prevention advocates are stepping up the pressure on Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson to fully implement medical privacy regulations issued by the Clinton Administration last December. The new rules require patient authorization for the use or disclosure of medical information and create penalties for the improper use of health records. Advocates hope the new law will allow full medical documentation of domestic violence without placing women in fear of discrimination from employers or retaliation from their abusers. Studies show that battered women often neglect to seek much needed medical treatment because of possible ramifications from the disclosure of their abuse. The medical privacy regulations are scheduled to go into effect in April but are coming under fire from elements of the health care industry that see the rules as overbearing and too costly.

Copies are available below or go to the FMLA website to download complete descriptions of the bills.

http://www-scf.usc.edu/~fmla

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/infores/etedv/incorp.htm

Myth: Law enforcement and judicial responses, such as arresting batterers or issuing civil protection orders, are useless. 

Fact: There is a great deal of debate about the efficacy of particular actions by law enforcement or the judiciary. Research on the usefulness of mandatory arrest or civil protection orders has yielded conflicting results.(54) Most experts agree, however, that actions by one piece of the system are only effective when the rest of the criminal justice and civil systems are functioning,(55) and that improved protocols can decrease domestic violence related homicides.(56) Thus, law enforcement officers must make arrests, prosecutors must prosecute domestic violence cases, and courts must enforce orders and impose sanctions for criminal convictions. It is important for batterers to receive the message from the community that domestic violence will not be tolerated, and that the criminal justice and law enforcement systems will be involved until the violence ceases. 

* 54. Do Arrest and Restraining Orders Work? (Eve S. Buzawa & Carl G. Buzawa, eds., 1996); Lawrence W. Sherman & Richard A. Berk, The Minneapolis Domestic Violence Experiment, Police Foundation Reports 1 (Apr. 1984); Joan Zorza, Must We Stop Arresting Batterers? Analysis and Policy Implications of New Police Domestic Violence Studies, 28 New Eng. L. Rev. 929 (1994). 

* 55. Zorza, supra note 54, at 964. See also, Marion Wanless, Mandatory Arrest: A Step Toward Eradicating Domestic Violence, But Is It Enough?, 1996 U. Ill. L. Rev. 533, 569. 

* 56. After domestic violence training was implemented in 1991 by the San Diego Police Department, the rate of domestic violence arrests increased, and the rate of domestic violence related homicides was drastically reduced by 59%. Telephone Interview with Anne O'Dell, Retired Detective Sergeant, San Diego Police Department (June 14, 1996). 
http://www.ncadv.org/publicpolicy/intimate.htm

How VAWA has made a difference:

From 1993 to 1997, the rate of intimate partner violence fell from 9.8 to 7.5 per 1,000 women. 

Intimate partners committed fewer murders in each of the 3 years 1996, 1997, and 1998 than in any other year since 1976. 

The number of female victims of intimate violence declined from 1993 to 1998. In 1998 women experienced an estimated 876,340 violent offenses at the hands of an intimate partner, down from 1.1 million in 1993, a decrease of 21%. 

Among victims of violence by an intimate partner, the percentage of women who reported the crime was greater in 1998 (59%) than in 1993 (48%). 

Overall, the number of women killed by an intimate partner was stable between 1976 and 1993 and then declined 23% between 1993 and 1997.

