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The  ISI Discussion Board is an open source phpBB-based Bulletin Board System (BBS) that is hosted and supported by DEN and ISI.  Contact the development team if you have a question or encounter a problem with the system (CarteDenTeam@isi.edu)

How do I access the BBS?
Log into Blackboard (http://www.uscden.net/) and enter your DEN course;

Click on the ‘ISI Discussion Board’ button on the left hand side panel.

Can I access the BBS directly?
Yes, once you are ‘registered’ and set an external password. Registration occurs automatically the first time you access the BBS via Blackboard. To set an external password on the BBS,

Go to Account Preferences (home page=> RHS pane=>bottom link);

Set password for external login (twice) and submit.
To test your password, log out  (icon at top or link at bottom) and log back in again. The external login page is accessible directly (http://den.isi.edu/). If you forget your password, log in again via Blackboard and reset it.

How is the BBS organized?

The BBS is arranged hierarchically as follows:

Courses
    |_ Discussions 
          |_ Topics  (New threads)
                |_ Messages (Replies to topic)

Click on a course name to display discussions for the selected course and collapse all others. Only instructors can create discussions; anyone can create new topics and post messages.  When a discussion or topic corresponds to a document, a link to the document (or the document itself, in browsers that display files inline) will be displayed in the left hand side pane. The border between the document display area and the discussions can be moved to accommodate an inline display. 

Two general discussions are added to all courses, Lectures and ISI Discussion Board. The Lectures discussion is populated automatically to encourage discussions about the lectures. Lectures will eventually be linked back to webcasts. The ISI Discussion Board discussion is used by us, to keep you apprised of developments and server down times, etc. We welcome comments and suggestions from you. Feel free to address questions to CarteDenTeam@isi.edu as well.

