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A) Summary- The program opens with two men who appear to be friends.  One of them has a little dog, and the other is tied up by the river.  After the friend releases him, they discuss a problem that appears to be about what one of them should wear and how he doesn’t have much money.  Then the show skips to another scene of an old woman, who is dressed lavishly like a queen, and her male servant.  They have a serious discussion.  Then it goes back to the two men who are now walking through the village.  One of then men has an idea to get money, and so he walks up to a stranger, has a conversation with him, gets slapped, and is then given a coin.  The scene then cuts to them eating a meal, and then them riding in a cart.  They then arrive at a very nice house where they suspiciously search inside.  Then it cuts to a cleaning woman in a nice house, who discovers a gold box hidden above the bed.  She then takes it to a mystic type person, who may be her father, and he tells a long story.  He then lights the house on fire.  Then the men from the beginning go to the queen who is very angry at them and has them beaten.  Another man then comes in and tells her something to stop them from being punished, and then they all go to a party together.
B) My Reactions- Before I began watching the drama, I thought that I would be able to understand some of what was going on.  But after the first half hour I became very frustrated and annoyed.  Their speech became loud noise, and I was tempted to just put the TV on mute and watch the actions.  And especially since I knew that I would never need to know this language, and it was only for this project, I made very little attempt to figure out words.  I then realized how different it would be for bilingual students who are required to learn the second language, and how difficult it would be for them to pick it up just from listening and watching gestures.  The language simply is just noise, and it is extremely difficult to pinpoint exact words since it is being spoken so quickly. 

C) Strategies- I observed all the characters actions, gestures, and facial expressions.  I particularly used the music in the background to determine whether something was happy, sad, or funny.  The characters overacting were also useful in figuring out what they were talking about.  I used a lot of my background knowledge to assume things that they were doing.  Overall I could not understand anything they were saying, except for maybe one of the characters names that was repeated.  

Mandarin Drama

Hour 2

A) Summary- This drama was much longer and focused more on relationships and character development rather than the more action packed first episode I watched.  It began with a drunk/sick brother and sister stumbling around a mall talking.  Their parents then discovered them and took them home where they had an extremely long conversation.  Eventually the daughter says something that shocks them all, and then she cries.  Then the drama cuts to a woman trying on a wedding dress in a store.  She looks in the mirror and thinks about something, then collapses to the floor and cries.  Then a woman delivers her a letter that she reads, and is upset about.  Then the drunk brother from earlier appears with his parents.  The mom tells him to say something to her, and they have a deep, serious conversation for awhile.  He then drops down to one knee and proposes to her.  She says yes and they all celebrate.  It then cuts to them in the airport, and a young boy gets off the plane.  The new wife runs to meet her son, and points out her new husband, who it appears is his father.  So they reunite as a family, talk, and then run into the drunken sister from early.  It appears that she decides to stay, therefore leading me to believe that the earlier conversation had been about her leaving, and they all happily embrace.
B) Reaction- Before I even began this episode I did not want to watch it.   I knew I was not going to understand what they were saying, and that I would have to pay full attention to their actions to get any meaning.  I did not feel like feeling frustrated, and I didn’t want to have to listen to any noise.  Then, once I began watching I became particularly bored and annoyed because this drama was a lot of long conversation.  I found myself just staring at the TV for what seemed like forever.  During this second hour I had basically given up, and become completely frustrated.
C) Strategies- I used the same strategies as before such as background knowledge, and watching gestures, facial expressions, and actions.  I also particularly used the music in this episode to figure out what the tone of the conversation was.  Overall I focused little on the language that I was hearing, and rather on visual cues.
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Plot 1 Summary- A man is tied up by a river until his friend releases him. They convince a stranger to give them money. They eat dinner, search a house, then are punished by the queen.  A man comes and stops the queen from beating them and they all go to a party.  A cleaning woman discovers a gold box that she takes to her father who tells a story then burns down the house.
Plot 2 Summary- A drunken brother and sister have a conversation with their parents.  The sister tells them that she is leaving.  A woman tries on a wedding dress in a wedding store and receives a letter that makes her cry.  The brother and parents from before appear and he proposes to her.  Then they are in an airport and they pick up a boy who appears to be the new couple’s son.  They then run into the sister who decides not to leave.
Reactions- Frustration, annoyance, boredom.  The language was just noise.  I had to pay full attention to actions and got no meaning from words.

Strategies- Observed visual cues like actions, gestures, and facial expressions.  I focused little on audio cues.  I used background music to determine the tone.  I utilized background knowledge to determine meaning.
