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When reading this adolescent novel through adult eyes, I found the novel to have much more depth and meaning then I would have as a teen.  I took a much more psychological and educators view at the novel, and therefore found many things compelling.  While the story was playful and oftentimes outlandish, I found the characters themselves to be very intriguing.  Through the very intelligent and analytical thoughts of Paul, the reader is able to learn about the depth of other characters and the plight of the education system that is very similar to many American’s daily lives.  
I found the parents to be particularly interesting.  I feel that parents have an enormous impact on who children become, and children do notice the behavior of parents.  Paul is subtle in describing his father who uses his football star son Eric in order to live a dream that he was never able to achieve.  And Paul’s mother is an unsatisfied house wife that attempts to fill her time by being over involved in somewhat meaningless activities.  At times the two appear to have a struggling relationship with one another, and Paul reveals this throughout the book.  
Eric the older brother is also intriguing.  As a distant character with little relationship with his brother, or even mother, plays a sport that he seems to have little interest in or order to please others.  He strikes me as the first born child who has inner anger and aggression towards his challenged brother who may get more attention.

Overall I think the psychological relationships between the characters add a depth to the novel that draws you in and connects you to the characters.  It’s as if the characters are real, and you can relate to them on a deeper level.
Another aspect of the book that I enjoyed was involving the school.  With the middle school being all trailers on a muddy, unsafe field and no air-conditioning, it made me think of some schools in Los Angeles.  Even in this novel, where the school provides humor when it falls into the mud, I still found the situation troubling.  Problems similar to those for the fictitious school exist today.  With population growth and urban areas expanding, many problems face our schools today.
I found myself using many basic and also advanced strategies when reading this book.  I used a lot of visualization because it was a free read book and that makes reading more enjoyable for me.  I also reread passages when I became distracted or found it interesting.  But mostly I just free read, and didn’t focus on specific facts or getting every point.  I read for the pure enjoyment of it, which is very different from my typical reading of textbooks.  I also read with an analytical mind frame, and really thought about the different characters and the school and what they meant to me.
