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Response 3- WTW Chp 2-3


Words Their Way is a much different book then Literacy in the 21st Century.  This book focuses much more on instruction and assessment messages specifically, rather than an overall perspective about children’s learning.  While I find this information extremely useful, especially since I have had little direct instruction like that of the book, I often found myself somewhat bored with the reading.  I felt that it gave me little insight into the reasons why each method was useful and how it affects certain students differently.  It was more of a “how to” book which was useful, but didn’t really have as much of an impact on me as the other book.


One aspect of the second chapter that I found interesting was that the teacher should not assess a student at their frustration level.  During these levels, when students are far from correct, they often are letting emotions take over.  Therefore the teacher is not seeing the student’s true potential or level, and is being judged more on how they respond to pressure and high stress situations.  It is important to create a relaxed environment so that the students can have a successful experience and be assessed more accurately.

Another interesting point was to avoid over testing.  Especially when the tests are not in game-form, and are more serious, the student’s frustration level may rise.  The teacher must be constantly observing, and make enough assessment to judge the student without being intrusive or negative.


I also found the many different spelling inventories and word sorting options interesting.  I like how there are many options to teach these students with because it not only prevents boredom, but it allows students to practice and to learn in many different ways.  Some students may understand and benefit more from certain activities, so it is important to utilize a variety of methods.

