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Lesson Objective/Strategy: 
Use visualization to help students better understand the text and improve their own writing.  
By explaining how when authors use active, visual verbs, and specific nouns they can enhance the quality of their writing and paint pictures in the readers mind.  Students themselves can write in a “visual way” so that others can enjoy and understand their text.

Lesson Content: 2 poems by Robert Louis Stevenson.  These descriptive poems will be nature themed, so that students can use their background knowledge to visualize.
Student Product: Students will be asked to shut their eyes and visualize the poem being read.  They will then share their mental images and discuss how visualization can help them to better understand the poem, and how the author’s descriptive words helps them to visualize and understand.  They will draw and create their own poems using visualization skills.
SDAIE Strategy- Visualizing
Language Standards: 
1.0 Listening and speaking strategies- Comprehension
2.0 Reading Comprehension- Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate text
Technology used: Students can listen to a book on tape and visualize.  Students could also watch a film based on a book and see how the director visualized the book and put it on screen.  The students can then discuss how they would have visualized the story differently.
Stage 1: pre-reading-
I will start with some general pre-reading questions to introduce the poem.

“Today I will be reading poems by Robert Louis Stevenson. Has any body heard of him before?” “Has anybody read any other poems or books by this author?” “well he wrote books like Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde if any of you have heard of that, and he was alive in the 1800s, over one hundred years ago” “Now I’m going to read you his poem called Foreign Lands” “Have any of you ever been to a far away land? Where is the farthest you have gone?”
Stage 2: Reading- 
I will then read through the poem.

After reading I will then begin the focus of the lesson.  

I will begin by pointing out active, visual verbs and nouns that enhance the writing and create pictures in our minds.  I will then introduce the idea of visualization in order to understand a poem or book.  “When we read the story, did any of you find yourselves creating images or pictures in your head?” “See when I read that poem I saw a far away land full of flowers like poppies and daisies, and there were…” “Maybe you saw a…” “See visualizing is important because it helps you to better understand a story.”
I will then have the students lie down and close their eyes.  I will tell that this time they should try to use all their senses when they imagine the scene.  I will reread the poem, and have the students visualize the images in their minds.  “Now, lie down, close you eyes, and pay attention to the words I read.  Pay attention to the images that come to your minds”
Stage 3: Responding- 
Students will share their visualizations. First the students will get with their partner (they have set partners that they work with a lot) and share their visualization with each other, then we will regroup as a whole and I will ask if anyone wants to share their visualization with all of us.  This will allow students to understand differing interpretations and clarify their own understanding of the poem.  I will also ask questions like, “tell me about the barn, comment on what makes this scene come alive for you” If I need students to be more descriptive I will use questions like “what would it feel like” or “How did it smell” I will then conclude with “Didn’t the authors descriptive words make it more fun to visualize and understand the poem?!” “Did visualizing help you to understand and connect with the poem?”  
Stage 4: Exploring- 
I will then read another short poem by the author, having the students once again lie down and visualize what I am reading. “Ok class, now I am going to read another poem by Robert Louis Stevenson, and I want you again to try to visualize what he is saying…this time really focus on the adjectives and descriptive words to create your image” 

Stage 5: Applying and assessment- 
I will then ask students to draw their mental image. This will allow students to transfer the information from their mind to something tangible.  This will also allow children to practice creating and adapting images in their minds, and making them concrete through artistic responses. “Now I want you all to go to your desk and draw your visualization.  You are going to draw a picture of what you just saw in your mind” 
The student’s drawings can then be put up in the classroom for the rest of the class to enjoy. 
The drawings can also be used to assess understanding of the poem and of the lesson topic.

