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Lesson Objective/strategy:

To help students learn to consider and think about alternate endings to books.  To use discussion and movement as a way to understand and learn.

Lesson Content:

There’s an Alligator under My Bed by Mercer Mayer

Student Product:

After reading the book students will form small groups and discuss alternate endings to the book.  They will then pick one of these endings and work together to decide how they are going to act out this ending.  Students will then perform their ending in front of the class, with props if they like.

SDAIE Strategy:

Co-op Co-op, cooperative/collaborative learning, role playing
Standards:
3.2 Generate alternative endings to plots and identify the reason or reasons for, and the impact of, the alternatives.

2.6 Recognize cause and effect relationships in a text

1.5 Organize presentations to maintain a clear focus

1.6 Speak clearly and at an appropriate pace for the type of communication.
Stage 1 Prereading: 
Introduce the story There’s an Alligator under My Bed by Mercer Mayer. “Who here knows what an alligator is? Have any of you ever seen an alligator before? Does anyone have any ideas about what they eat?”” Have any of you ever heard of this author before? Well he writes scary, fun books about monsters and things”
Stage 2 Read: 

I will then read the story modeling for the children.  I will also pause and ask inferential and predicting questions “what do you think the alligator will eat next?”

Stage 3 Responding:

After I finish the book I will ask students to think about alternative endings to the story by posing questions about how the plot itself could be different.  “Now I want you to think about what would have happened if the crocodile didn’t like the fruit?  What if he didn’t like the food? And what if he didn’t follow the food to the garage…” I will then separate students into groups of 3-4 based on skill; each group will have a more advanced student in order to help with organization and structure.  I will ask the groups to discuss alternative endings to the story. “ Now I am going to separate you into small groups, Once I separate you I want you discuss with your group possible endings to the story.  I will give you about 4 minutes.  Ok, Kimi, garret, and Tj you guys can sit here, Daley, Alan, and Adriana you can sit over here etc” 
Stage 4 Exploring:

I will give them a warning that they have about one minute left.  I will then regain their focus with the “hands to head” method the teacher often uses.  I will then ask the groups to pick one of their alternative endings that is their favorite.  I will then tell them that they are going to act out this ending for the class.  I will tell them they can use props, and that they have a couple minutes to plan out how they want to act out their ending. 
“Ok, it sounds like you guys came up with a lot of ideas, that’s great. Now I want your group to pick your favorite ending, and each group is going to act out this ending for the class. Now you may use props if you want, and I will give you a couple minutes to prepare you skit/play”
Stage 5 Applying and Assessment:

I will once again regain their attention using one of the teachers methods. Students will then perform their ending in front of the class, and can use props/costumes from the bucket if they want. “ok class now lets all sit and watch each others performance.  Remember to be respectful of each other and listen and clap when they are done”
